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The small children's books have a peculiar fascination,
full of fancy and vivacity and printed in vivid colours. A
small child's geography book \vill begin with the picture of
a letter in an envelope, and then its travels to the pillar-box,
the sorting office, the railway train, the steamer, the ice-
sledge ; through hot countries and cold countries and among
people with white skins, yellow skins, or black skins. The
thing is concrete, vital, and to a small child arresting and
undei standable

For the older children, tk Book after Book " is the name of
a series of forty-two famous Russian authors, together with
such well-known foreign writers as Dickens, Victor Hugo,
Jack London, and Ernest Seton Thompson. " Uncle
Tom's Cabin" by Harriet Beecher Stowe, "Rob Roy"
by Sir Walter Scott, " Oliver Twist " and " David Copper-
field " are also on the list for publication in the children's
series, together with stories by Fenimore Cooper, Mayne
Reed, and Jules Verne.

(vii)

The Soviet child is encouraged from its earliest years, in
school, in books, in theatre, or in great parades and reviews
of the Union's many national peoples, to transcend the
barriers of sex, race, language, or colour, to regard every
other child as a brother and to win for each such privileges
as he or she enjoys.

I perceived the spirit of this thing most dramatically in a
theatre I attended in Moscow.

This theatre, like many more, built and arranged like
an ordinary theatre, was devoted entirelv to children.
The children had their own restaurant and foyer, their own
skilled actors and actresses, who devoted their whole lives
to children's plays and acted with consummate skill.
Around the walls of the foyer weie photographs of the
children's favourite stars. In the corner of their refresh-
ment-ioom was a huge glass case of special toys and dolls.

Some 1,500 childien, ten years of age and upwards,
awaited the play with vivacity and the usual anticipative